
As You Are Able for Each Pregnancy, Birthing, Hand rearing, Surrogacy Situation 

 

 

Species and Individual Identification for Birthing/Handrearing/Surrogacy Situations: 

 

Sire ID, St Bk #  94119,146   Dam ID, St Bk #   94118,155 

 

Infant ID, St Bk # 97525, 929  Infant’s Date of Birth – 7/27/05 

 

Other Group Members ID, St Bk #s 
 

Genus Species – Symphalangus syndatcylus 

 

 

Brief Descriptive Summary of each supportive Care Situation: 
 

Individual History/Experience of Sire, Dam, Social Group, Dynamics of social group.  Include time-line of 

animal moves, introductions.   Individual experience as it is applicable to the situation:  

Dam and sire had been a pair at this institution since arriving from Milwaukee in 1994.  Dam had previously 

reared infants successfully, but also had a set of twins where one did not survive.  There were not many records 

from her previous institution.  It had been over 15 years since her last pregnancy.  Sire was quite dominant with 

dam, but in general it was a well mated pair. 

 

Description of Situation: Pregnancy, Birthing, Hand Rearing, Surrogacy, Socialization, Reintroduction.  Include 

description of problems, decision points, veterinary involvement, – with dates.    

Pregnancy progressed normally.  Birth and initial rearing was successful and dam was doing everything 

correctly.  Five weeks after birth, dam handed over infant to sire and refused to accept the infant back.  Sire did 

a great job of carrying the infant, but obviously was unable to feed him.  Sire tried for at least a day to return the 

infant to dam, but she refused.  Staff interaction occurred in order to feed the infant.  Subsequent attempts at 

trying to reintroduce the infant to mother were unsuccessful as the dam was quite aggressive with the infant and 

bit at his back and dropped him.  After two unsuccessful attempts, it was decided to hand rear until the infant 

could be sufficient enough to approach keepers for feeding on his own. 

 Dam showed increased aggression toward infant as the months went on.  Sire was always interested and 

acted in a positive manner toward the infant.  Infant was housed within sight and sound of parents.  During 

feedings, he was socialized through the mesh with sire.  Dam was separated out at these times due to her 

aggression toward the infant.  At one point, she reached out of her cage and grabbed the infant as keeper passed 

by holding him.  Dam was able to grab his arm and bite his hand resulting in palm lacerations and an eventual 

amputation of the 4
th

 digit on his left hand. 

 

 

Related Records/Data:  

 

Feeding/Consumption/Weight Records; introduction of solid food, weaning: 

 See attached excel spreadsheet 

 

Temperature/Respiration, Stimulation/Urination/Defecation: 

See attached spreadsheet 

 

Physical/Behavioral/Cognitive Development: 

See attached spreadsheet 

 

 



Procedures and care considerations related to pregnancy, birthing, hand rearing, socialization, 

reintroduction not included in Summary Above: 

 

Birth management plans:  none 

 

 

Equipment, supplies and facility needs related to birthing, hand rearing, reintroduction: 

Baby bottles, low iron Similac (which is no longer made), no diapers were used.  Defecation was cleaned by 

baby wipes.  Fabricated jungle gym from dowel rods to aid in muscle development and climbing practice.  

“Poncho” made of bath towel draped over keeper’s head and fleece strips attached for infant to grip on to (Very 

easy to machine wash), will attach picture. 

We did not stay with infant 24/7.  During the work day he was pulled for feedings and socialized with sire or 

out for physical activity for at least an hour each feeding. These times varied depending on his feeding schedule.  

If staffing was good he was able to be out longer.  Once the typical 8-5 work day was over, keepers came in for 

late night feedings and kept him out for an hour at minimum.  As time went on, late night feedings were 

eliminated as needed. 

 

Hand-Rearing, Socialization Process: 

Kept in visual/audible sight of parents.  Housed in stainless steel rolling hospital cage with perches and vines 

for building muscle.  Mesh barrier interaction with sire as much as possible while keeper watched.   

 

Staffing Considerations: 

Staff came in after hours for a few months until he did not need an overnight feeding.  Time off had to be given 

to make up for that.   

 

Behavioral Management of Adults or infants:   

Dam and sire were still being trained on maintenance behaviors during the time of hand-rearing.  Sire was 

gradually desensitized to baby paraphernalia while feedings occurred in front of him.  This was to get him used 

to the bottle so that when the infant was mobile enough he could be reintroduced to the sire for rearing.  But no 

formal “maternal” training was performed for the sire.   

Because of the past success of the female and infants there was not real thought for a need for maternal training 

of dam.  She was trained to allow keepers to manipulate her nipples prior to giving birth.   

 

 

 

 

 

Problems - Responses not described above: 

 

Aggression, Trauma, Disease, Appetite, Nursing, Inappropriate Maternal Care, Issues with Facility, Appetite, 

Nursing Reflex, Stool Quality, Human Attachment, Other:   

It is theorized that the dam suffered from post-partum depression and this was the possible cause for rejecting 

the infant after caring for it successfully for the first five weeks.  Once she was transferred to another facility 

and bred communication was kept with new facility to prevent it again.  There were numerous issues with her 

subsequent offspring as well, medically and mentally I think.   

This being our first hand-rearing attempt, we felt like the human attachment wasn’t overly abnormal.  Once 

infant was reintroduced to sire, he was always interested in keepers positively, but really bonded with sire well.  

Infant has had a few behavioral issues since aging as far as introductions to a new female, but there are many 

factors that are involved (aggression shown toward neighboring Javan gibbons resulting in solitary housing at 

our vet hospital and he became overly attached to keeper there) 

 

What have you learned and what would you do differently?  



Honestly, there has been discussion that this individual has been too closely bonded with his hand rearing 

keepers, but he has had more social issues since being housed alone for 2+ years and getting attached 

abnormally to his keeper at the vet hospital.   

Once he was put back with sire, he showed every sign of normal siamang behavior.  He has yet to have been 

given the opportunity to be introduced to his neighboring female which should hopefully prove to be successful 

for companionship issues.   

I feel that we did everything we knew to do at the time to raise this infant successfully.  In all he was only hand-

reared for 6 months before being placed back with sire.   

 

Pictures and Videos, Links: 

 

Pregnancy, Birthing, Stages of Growth, Introductions, Facility,    

 

     
“Jungle Gym” and in use 

 

     
Overnight S/S rolling hospital cage holding with dowel rods 



 

      
Clinging to poncho v1.0         Poncho v2.0 used for orangutan infant rearing 

 

 

 

           
Pictures from 3-4 weeks of age when he was still with Dam.  Already had mandibular incisors and I think I 

recall some molars also.  About 1.5 weeks later was when dam handed infant off to sire. 

    
 



    
Hand bandaged after finger amputated from dam grabbing and biting incident 

 

       
 

      
 

   Holding pen set up in preparation for introduction to sire.   

 

 

 



                   
 

               
 

Interaction with sire during keeper supervised feedings.   

 

         
 

  Introduction day with sire.  Once introduced, sire took complete 

care and infant was independent enough to come over for feedings from keepers. 


