
 

Tulsa Zoo Siamang Surrogacy 
Noah was born on 16 Mar 2010 at the Albuquerque Biological Park. After being rejected 
by his parents Noah is handreared by the Albuquerque staff. Albuquerque makes 
several attempts to reintroduce Noah, but each time the parents become aggressive 
and refuse to accept Noah. The SSP puts out a call for potential surrogate parents. 

Tulsa has a 44 year-old female, Suzy, who has successfully reared 11 offspring and, at 
that time, is being housed alone. A male, Jambi, is scheduled to arrive in November. 
Suzy’s maternal experience and the fact that she is alone at the time make her a 
promising candidate as a surrogate.  

The SSP approves Noah’s transfer and provides valuable advice on the surrogacy.  

Day 1 (11 Oct 10) Noah arrives in Tulsa. He was transported by the Albuquerque staff 
who spend the next few days assisting with the introduction. Visual access begins 
immediately and over the next few days tactile interaction is allowed through a mesh 
barrier. While being held by the animal care staff, Noah is gradually moved to the 
holding unit mesh where there is limited contact with Suzy. Suzy reaches her fingers 
through the 1 x 2 inch mesh and touches Noah. Noah quickly moves away.  While Noah 
is sleeping the keepers move him close to the mesh barrier and Suzy gently touches 
him. This was encouraging and leaves the staff with the impression that Suzy will not be 
aggressive during the introduction.  

Day 9 (19 Oct 10) Full contact Introduction begins. Suzy is allowed access to Noah’s 
holding unit. She immediately approaches Noah, but he quickly moves away and 
vocalizes. Suzy retreats. She repeats her approaches throughout the day, retreating 
each time Noah vocalizes.   At one point, Suzy is able to touch Noah while he is 
sleeping in a basket that is attached to the holding unit mesh. That evening, Noah and 
Suzy are separated. Suzy does show some aggression toward the staff when Noah is 
being bottle fed and when Noah is separated from Suzy.  

Day 10-11 (20 - 21 Oct 10) Noah is calmer, but still vocalizes when Suzy approaches. 
Suzy does touch Noah while he is asleep and even climbs into Noah’s basket while he 
is sleeping. When he wakes up and realizes Suzy is in the basket, he immediately 
jumps out. Susie and Noah are left together overnight for the first time. 

 

 



 

Day 12–15 (22 - 25 Oct 10) Suzy is calmer when Noah is receiving his bottle and 
receives fruit rewards for her positive behavior. Suzy is able to sit within two feet of 
Noah, but when she tries to get closer he moves away. Suzy sits next to Noah when he 
is asleep. 

Day 16-23 (26 Oct – 2 Nov10) Suzy picks up Noah multiple times. Noah sits next to 
Suzy briefly then moves away. 

Day 24(3 Nov 10) Noah is observed riding on Suzy for the first time. 

Day 25 - 99 (4 Nov 10 -17 Jan 11) The bond between Suzy and Noah becomes strong. 
Suzy is protective of Noah, but allows Noah to be bottle fed. 

Day 100 - 105 (18 - 23Jan 11) Jambi is brought to the holding building and housed two 
units down from Suzy and Noah.  

Day106 - 107 (24 - 25 Jan 11) A single door barrier exists between Suzy/Noah and 
Jambi. 

Day 108 - 117 (26 Jan 11) There is a single mesh barrier between Suzy/Noah and 
Jambi. 

Day 118 (15 Feb 11) Full Contact Introduction of Suzy/Noah and Jambi. There is some 
aggression, slapping and grabbing, between Jambi and Suzy.  Noah is riding or staying 
close to Suzy. Jambi is separated from Suzy and Noah overnight. 

Day 119 (16 Feb 11) Reintroduction of Jambi to Suzy and Noah is calmer. Jambi 
copulates with Suzy multiple times. All three are left together overnight.  

Day 120 (17 Feb – 11 Aug 11) There are some minor chasing bouts between Suzy and 
Jambi. Noah keeps Suzy between him and Jambi. During bottle and produce feeding, 
Suzy and Noah are stationed in one location and Jambi is stationed in another. This 
successfully reduces competition over food. 

Day 297-365 (12 Aug 11 – 18 Oct 11) Suzy develops health issues and is given an 
examination. Jambi is separated from Suzy and Noah until Suzy recovers. 

Day 369 (19 Oct 11 – 3 Dec 11) All three of the siamangs are back together. Noah is 
losing his fear of Jambi. He takes food out of Jambi’s hand, sits near Jambi and 
engages in play with Jambi. Suzy’s health continues to decline and she receives several 
more exams.  

 



 

 

 

Day 411 (4 Dec 11) First observation of Noah riding on Jambi.  

Day 412 - 640 (5 Dec 11 – 20 July 12)    the bond between Jambi is strong. Jambi 
carries Noah frequently. Suzy’s health remains poor. 

Day 641 (21 Jul 12) Suzy euthanized after a chronic decline in health. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


