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Lombardi, Dusty

From: Debbie Wiggins <DWiggins@cityofboise.org>
Sent: Saturday, July 07, 2007 1:54 PM
To: JAPETERS@BrookfieldZoo.org; Lombardi, Dusty
Cc: barbaraweber@disney.com
Subject: Zoo Boise gibbon update
Attachments: 100_0515.jpg; 100_0513.jpg

Hi Dusty and Jay, 
 
I believe the pictures that I have attached will actually come through this time.  Here is an update, and some questions. 
 
She is eating about 20g of whole food daily (50% veg,  50% fruit), and around 8oz of formula per day by bottle. 
 
She weighs about 675 grams.  Her stool is very formed, but not dry. 
 
She is still getting variable exposure to the adults daily, most days 4-8 hrs.  If we don't have volunteers available, then 
she may only get about 1 hr of exposure, but that is the exception rather than the rule. 
 
Mom is very anxious to touch the baby and pull her toward her to cuddle through the fence barrier.  It is done in an 
affectionate manner, not an aggressive one.  Mom has even presented her nipples as if to nurse. 
 
We have tried separating the male from female, so that mom and baby can focus on one another; the female appears to 
get agitated after about 10 minutes without the male present. 
 
Just 2 days ago, we changed her sleeping space from the incubator to a medium large pet carrier furnished with the 
blankets and toys from the incubator.  She had no problem making that transition, and it is definitely nice not to be 
hauling that incubator home and back every day.  Her body temp is maintaining at about 98 degrees F; keeping her out 
of the incubator for extended periods of time no longer seems to cool her down too much.   
 
We have provided her with a 0.5" plastic mesh enclosed space (see pictures).  She is quite mobile with her legs, and is 
definitely getting stronger in her upper body.  Right now she will try to climb the mesh or will hang on the ropes if placed 
there, but she doesn't get from the mesh to the ropes on her own yet.  She is carried as much as possible, without butt 
support. 
 
Her vision seems normal; she definitely recognizes her primary caregivers.  Her hand-eye coordination isn't quite there 
yet--she tries to hold the bottle to nurse, but can't support it by herself.  Her tongue is starting to work really well--it's 
fun to see how well she prehends her solid food using her tongue. 
 
Her canine teeth are coming in; we are trying to correct her tendency to want to teethe on us.  
 
Some nights now she really crashes and sleeps through the whole night; other times we only have to get up once to 
feed.  She is a good sleeper, not restless or fussy. 
 
Feedingwise, I would like to know if the group has guidelines about how much food a 3 month old should be eating.  Is 
there a certain percentage of formula to food, or is that flexible?  Right now her solid food intake represents about 10% 
of her total gram intake per day.  We are assuming that vitamin/mineral supplementation is not necessary just yet since 
she's mostly eating formula.  From the pictures, how do you think her body condition looks for a 3 month old? 
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I don't believe we have seen any 'crazy' or neurotic behavior.  She is not an insistent thumb-sucker.  Her vocalization 
character seems normal.  I haven't seen any tendency toward self-trauma.  
 
How much independence should we be encouraging?  In addition to the plastic mesh enclosure, we have just gotten a 
couple of portable playpens for the caregivers to use at home, because the mesh enclosure rolls, but isn't portable.  We 
have placed the mesh enclosure in front of the parents' viewing areas, but mom seems to be frustrated that she can't 
touch the baby, and baby seems to focus a little more on the caretaker or volunteer than she does on mom.  
 
Barb, we have not yet spoken by phone, but I thought I would send you this email; we welcome behavioral input that 
any of you can offer, whether about baby or parents. 
 
Thanks very much--I will be out of town off and on over the next 2 weeks, but will be checking email, so I can pass on 
information and feedback to the other caregivers.  If you need to contact anyone directly, one of the caregivers is Steve 
Burns, our director.  He can be reached at (208) 631-9481.   
 
Again, thanks for the help and guidance you are giving us, 
 
Debbie    
 
 
 


