
 
The Bronx Zoo has housed white-cheeked gibbons (Nomascus leucogenys) since 1985.  As we 

have never had to intervene for hand-rearing of any of our offspring, the format of the document sent 
does not apply to our facility, but we wanted to provide the reproductive history of our female white-
cheeked gibbon who has given birth to ten offspring over the last 18 years. 
 

Our white-cheeked gibbons are housed in the Jungle World Building at the Bronx Zoo, in an 
open-air exhibit, which has an off-exhibit holding area that we call them into at night.  We received our 
female, Christine (SB# 0101), when the Jungle World Building opened in 1985, and since that time, she 
has had 5.4.1 offspring, the most recent of which was born on November 24, 2012.  All offspring prior to 
the most recent were sired by “Willie” (SB # 0119), and the most recent offspring was sired by “Milton” 
(SB # 0202).  All surviving offspring were mother-reared; one male offspring (born in Nov 1990) was 
euthanized at 14 months old due to metabolic bone disease, and another male offspring was stillborn in 
March of 2000.  Christine gave birth to a surviving offspring in November 2000, eight months after the 
stillborn.   
 

After having 9 offspring with Willie, Christine received an MGA implant in April 2002, and was 
started on oral birth control in 2003. She was introduced to Milton in 2009 but was kept non-
reproductive until 2012, at which time she received a reproductive exam and was determined to be in 
good health.  Christine gave birth to her tenth offspring in Nov 2012 at 35 years old, whose gender has 
yet to be confirmed.   One interesting note is that Christine had a 276 day birth interval between two 
offspring born in 1995, and she raised and nursed both offspring at the same time.  Otherwise, Christine 
has had an average interbirth interval of approximately 2 years.  
 


